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Adams honored with  

COHPS Lifetime Award 

Retired Col. Ricky Adams was honored at a reception Jan. 12 at the 
Robert R. Lester Training Center in Oklahoma City. COHPS President Jim 
Laurick presented Adams with a Lifetime Award on behalf of the 
organization. 

Representatives from Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, Canadian County 
Sheriff’s Office, U.S. Secret Service, Oklahoma State Bureau of 
Investigation, Drug Enforcement Administration, Oklahoma City Police 
Department, and several other agencies and organizations presented 
Adams with plaques and memorabilia in honor of his service. 

Adams, a graduate of the 42nd OHP Academy, served 32 years with the 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol.  

Photo: Elise Rinta 
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Save the date: COHPS golf tournament June 1 
 

The 19th Annual COHPS Golf Tournament will take place Friday, June 1 at The Canyons at 
Blackjack Ridge, 1801 N. McKinley Road in Sand Springs. Registration will begin at 12:00 
noon, followed by golf at 1:00 P.M. 

For the full schedule, sponsorship opportunities and more information, visit 
www.cohps.org or email ghampton@inservusa.com. 

The vast majority of funding for the activities of COHPS comes from the annual 
tournament. 

Any and all sponsorships are greatly appreciated, giving COHPS the opportunity to say “thank you” to our 
Troopers who lay their lives on the line for us, the citizens of Oklahoma, every day. 

Sponsorship and golf team mailing instructions are included on the website. 

If you are unable to participate in the golf tournament, feel free to stop by the golf course and say hello! 
Numerous pieces of OHP equipment will be on display and Troopers will be available to answer any 
questions you may have regarding their work. 

OHP Caddo Memorial Rededication 

YOUNG SUMMERSGRIMES 

The Oklahoma State Troopers Association, the Oklahoma Retired Troopers Association, and the Concerned Oklahomans for the 

Highway Patrol Society agreed to provide funding for the cost of restoring or replacing the Caddo Memorial in Boland Park, which 

honors Second Lieutenant James Pat Grimes, Trooper Houston E. “Pappy” Summers, and Trooper Billy G. Young. These men gave 

their lives in the line of duty May 26, 1978, ending a month-long, three-state murder spree by two Oklahoma prison escapees. 

Over the years the memorial has deteriorated and the area has become overgrown with grass and weeds. 

Retired Trooper Paul Roan and Jerry Don Henry, COHPS Directors, are in charge of the project. The Caddo Town Council has 

approved the project and the Bryan County Commissioners have offered to assist. 

Trooper Michael Jewell will oversee the groundwork and concrete installation. Retired 

Trooper David Blackburn, Retired Second Lieutenant Tom Garner, Lieutenant Scott 

Hampton, and Trooper B.J. Keeling will assist with gathering supplies. Retired Captain 

Stewart Meyer will oversee public relations. 

The dedication will take place Saturday, May 26; time to be announced. 



3 

Oklahoma Trooper Spouses 

Submitted by Kayla Burch, President  

 

As Oklahoma Trooper Spouses enters their third year 
of operation, the mission “to unite the spouses of the 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol while providing ongoing 
support and camaraderie” continues in full force. In 
the 2017-2018 year, OTS served 242 members and 
hosted two statewide meetings, a statewide blood drive, an annual retreat and many 
other activities. In the coming year, OTS is looking forward to continuing to home in on 
how best to focus on our members while keeping our mission in mind. OTS strives to 
create a community in which members feel supported while still maintaining an 
atmosphere of fellowship and fun. OTS also hopes to continue to increase giving back to 
our state through the incorporation of Community Outreach Projects.  

Persons eligible for membership shall be over the age of 18 and the significant other/
domestic partner of a commissioned Oklahoma State Trooper who is in good standing in 
the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, or of members who were in good standing at the time of 
their retirement or death. OTS would like to invite any spouse eligible for membership to 
reach out for more information if they are interested in learning more. Annual dues are 
$20, and the membership fee for 2018-2019 with the year of operations running June 
1st, 2018 through May 31st, 2019. The annual dues go into an account designed to 
support the missions of OTS. This will include small tokens of encouragement and love 
when a member and/or a Trooper experiences a large life event, such as the birth of a 
child, or in the event of a critical incident. This year, OTS is giving away a free T-shirt to 
every new member, as well as to every member who re-enrolls by May 15th, 2018.   

If you are interested in becoming a member of Oklahoma Trooper Spouses, please email 
oklahomatrooperspouses@gmail.com for more information. Thank you for your continued support! 

Prior to the year 2000, the Oklahoma State Troopers Association (OSTA) meetings were Trooper-specific. In 2000, Dr. Joe 
Taron, a founder of COHPS, petitioned the OSTA leadership team to allow COHPS to sponsor an event for Trooper spouses 
during the annual OSTA convention. 

Trooper Roy Rogers, OSTA president at the time, approved the event and asked his wife Rhonda to be in charge of the 
activities. She did a great job getting the COHPS Spouses’ Appreciation event started, and 19 years later it is an integral part 
of the annual OSTA convention, with the meetings becoming a family affair. 

The 19th Annual Trooper Spouses’ Event will take place June 19 in conjunction with this year’s OSTA convention at Sequoyah 
State Park in Hulbert. Spouses will be recognized for the support and sacrifices they provide to their Trooper and children 
daily. 

Lunch will be served, games will be played, and every spouse in attendance will receive a special gift, which might include 
cash, gift baskets, Rustic Cuff jewelry or other items. Children in attendance will receive Sonic gift cards. 

Trooper Spouses’ Appreciation Event June 19 

mailto:oklahomatrooperspouses@gmail.com
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65th OHP Academy in progress 
The 65th OHP Academy opened on January 24. The academy is highly 
structured, consistent with the paramilitary organization of the Patrol. 
During training, cadets are challenged academically, physically, and 
mentally.  

A typical day begins with physical training, drill and ceremony, and 
inspections, prior to the classroom instruction. The evening hours are 
used for course studies, assignment completions, practical exercises, 
and preparation for the following day. 

Workdays for cadets vary from 12 to 18 hours. Cadets going into an 
academy are strongly encouraged to be in top physical condition. This 
will assist them in achieving the success of completion. 

The Oklahoma Highway Patrol academy is 20 weeks in length.  

Photos by Trp. Bryant Harris #905. 
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A number of OHP Troopers were honored at the 25th Annual Oklahoma Buckledown Awards on March 8. The 
event took place at the Tulsa Technology Center in Owasso. 

Trp. Russell Callicoat #296 (pictured above left) received the Michael J. Garner Safety Advocate Award. Trp. 
Romulus Gregory #430  (above right) received the Don Byerley Memorial Award.  

Many other OHP personnel were honored for prevention and enforcement in the areas of occupant protection, 
impaired driving and traffic safety. A complete program is shown below (zoom in to view). Trp. Rocky Green #305 
received an award for Traffic Safety Enforcement but was inadvertently omitted from the program. 

2018 Buckledown Awards 



6 

Trooper Kenneth Pittman #674 was honored Feb. 27 with a LoJack Award for his work 

recovering stolen property. 

In early 2017 Pittman picked up a silent LoJack signal from a stolen mini excavator with 

the LoJack Police Tracking Computer (PTC) installed in his vehicle. He followed the 

directional and audio cues from the PTC and tracked the stolen equipment to a farm in 

Blanchard. 

He determined that the excavator was inside a barn behind the house. When Pittman and 

McClain County detectives executed a search warrant, they found the stolen excavator in 

the barn as well as numerous other stolen items, including ATVs, trailers, riding mowers, 

and more. 

The homeowner claimed to have bought the items from Craigslist, but did not have 

receipts. The total recovery value is $154,000. Pittman received the award for making the 

largest single recovery with the use of the LoJack Police Location System in the South 

Central Region. The award was presented by Matt Morales with LoJack Corporation. 

Pittman honored with LoJack Award 

Members of the OHP dive team recently took advantage of the 

off season at Turner Falls Park in Davis to hold their monthly 

training. The focus of the training was utilizing drysuits while 

performing various tasks in the chilly water. Divers also 

assisted park personnel with inspection of swim areas and 

removal of debris from the water to help ensure that visitors 

have a safe experience.  

         

Above, back row, L-R: Trp. Kevin Goldsby #795, Lt. Jeff James #150, 

Trp. Lon Wise #816, Trp. Darrell Splawn #627, Trp. Trey Mathews 

#779, Trp. Ryan Long #541, Trp. Amy Cobalt #874, Trp. Scott Hulsey 

#257, Trp. Chantz Jackson #752. Front row: Lt. Brandon Schneider 

#179, Trp. Brady Coyle #234, Trp. Jeff Parker #269. Not pictured: Trp 

Andy Floyd #261. 

Top right: Divers inspect the area under and around the falls. 

Below right: Lt. Jeff James #150 surveys the water prior to entry. 

Dive Team trains at Turner Falls Park  

Info and pictures submitted by Capt. Jeremy Allread #37 
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Photos provided 

On March 6, a promotional ceremony took place at the Robert R. Lester 

Training Center for Major Brent Sugg  #15, Major Garrett Vowell #11 and 

Communications Supervisor (Lieutenant) Katie White.  

 

Pictured above, L-R: Maj. Brent Sugg #15, Chief Mike Harrell, Communications Lt. Katie 
White, Maj. Garrett Vowell #11, Commissioner Rusty Rhoades.  

Top right: Sugg and his wife Stephanie. 

Middle right: Vowell and his father Larry. 

Bottom right: White with her parents, Duane and Patty Mathes. 

 

On March 15, Trp. Drake Green #535 was 

presented the Comanche County Officer of 

the Year Award by the Lawton/Fort Sill 

Community Coalition. Green was recognized 

for his efforts in DUI enforcement.  

Green honored with 

Comanche County Award 
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OHP SOCIAL MEDIA 

www.facebook.com/

OklahomaHighwayPatrol 

@ohptraffic OHP traffic information 

@OHP_LTCWILSON Lt. Col. J.D. Wilson 

@htblish Maj. Todd Blish 

@ohp52mike Maj. Mike McClelland 

@capt_timmons Capt. Paul Timmons, PAD 

@ohpcaptain Capt. Ronnie Hampton 

@OHPLTKera Lt. Kera Philippi, PAD 

@OHPLTHampton Lt. Scott Hampton, Troop E 

@OHPTrpCason Trp. Colby Cason, Troop A 

@TrpDurant Trp. Dwight Durant, PAD   

@OHPTrpRyan Trp. Ryan Griffith, Troop W 

@OHPTrpAnthony Trp. Anthony Linares, Troop Z 

@OHPTrpSteve Trp. Steve Nightengale, Troop I 

@ohptrpcolby Trp. Colby Overstreet, Troop L 

@OHPTrpPerkins Trp. Mystal Perkins, Troop A 

@OHPTrpJimmy Trp. James Wallace, Troop M 

@ohpTrpAdam Trp. Adam Wood, Troop XB 
                                

                                 …….. and many more! 

Watch for new OHP Twitter and Facebook updates 
from across the state! The Public Affairs Division held 
a training class on March 21 for new part-time Public 
Information Officers.  

OHP personnel involved in the PIO group are Trp. 
Colby Cason #956, Troop A; Trp. Ryan Griffith #902, 
Troop W;  Lt. Scott Hampton #91, Troop E; Trp. 
Anthony Linares #470, Troop Z; Trp. Steve Nightengale 
#625, Troop I; Trp. Colby Overstreet #656, Troop L; 
Trp. Mystal Perkins #795, Troop A; Trp. James Wallace 
#734, Troop M; Trp. Adam Wood #959,Troop XB. 

Photo: Alice Collinsworth 

Remembering Lt. Heath Meyer #64 

A ceremony took place Jan. 27 at the Robert R. Lester 
Training Center to add Lt. Heath Meyer’s photo to the 
Memorial Wall.  

Meyer joined the OHP in 2005. On the night of July 14, 
2017, Meyer was deploying stop sticks during a pursuit in 
Moore and was struck by a vehicle. He succumbed to his 
injuries July 24. He is survived by his wife Missy and two 
daughters, Lily and Isabelle. 

Photos provided 

Two very special teddy bears made from 
OHP uniforms were recently presented to 
Lily and Isabelle Meyer by Blue Line Bears. 

Blue Line Bears is the creation of Megan 
O’Grady, who was 14 when she founded 
the organization. Now 15, she is the 
daughter of a police officer with a goal of 
supporting the families of fallen officers 
through the difficult period of loss and to 
provide a lasting keepsake.  
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COHPS COHPS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION 

COHPS is dedicated to the support 

of our Troopers, both active and 

retired, and their families. 

Each year, unfortunately, Troopers 

are injured in the line of duty. 

COHPS has made these situations a 

top priority by making reaching out 

to these Troopers and their families 

— not only to help them through 

difficult times, but to let them know 

that they have the support of all our 

COHPS members. 

To join COHPS, visit our website at 

www.cohps.org and click “Join Us.” 

Personal memberships are $12 per 

year and corporate memberships 

are $100 per year. Remember, your 

membership fee is tax deductible.  

Jim Laurick            405-202-6100 

President          Edmond 

Gordon Hampton     918-625-8917 

Eastern Vice-Pres.    Broken Arrow 

Dr. Joe Taron            405-308-3650 

Western Vice-Pres.           Shawnee 

Gene Fitzpatrick        405-641-8296 

Secretary         Shawnee 

Pam Simmons            580-471-6749 

Treasurer        Mangum 

Bob Ellis            918-791-1045 

Director               Grove 

Jerry Don Henry        580-471-5035 

Director               Altus 

Bill Inhofe            918-260-8583 

Director      Muskogee 

Joe Landon            918-798-6800 

Director        Collinsville 

Paul Roan            580-371-5373 

Director                           Tishomingo  

Pat Woodward          918-810-4728 

Director               Bixby 

COHPS 

Board of Directors 

COHPS 

P.O. Box 3258 

Shawnee, OK  74802-3258 www.cohps.org 

Thanks to membership dues, 

donations and golf tournament 

proceeds, the COHPS organization 

has accomplished many goals in 

recent years, including: 

 Direct donations to Troopers and 

their families in times of need. 

 Annual sponsorship of Christmas 

dinner events for Troopers and 

their families across the state.  

 Sponsorship of an annual event 

honoring Troopers’ spouses in 

appreciation for their support. 

 Sponsorship of the Department of 

Public Safety’s 75th  anniversary 

celebration in 2012.  

 Funding of Proudly Protecting 

Oklahoma, Bob Burke’s book about 

the 75th anniversary of OHP.  


