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20th Annual COHPS Golf Tournament June 7 

The 20th Annual COHPS Golf Tournament took place 
Friday, June 7, at The Canyons at Blackjack Ridge in 
Sand Springs.  

Thirty-four teams of four players took part, including 
DPS Commissioner Rusty Rhoades and Assistant 
Commissioner Megan Simpson (pictured at left) and 
many OHP Troopers. Several pieces of OHP 
equipment, including a helicopter, motorcycles, “Beat 
the Heat” race cars, a boat, and the bomb robot were 
also on display. 

“We would like to thank the volunteers and sponsors 
for their participation, and the golf course staff  

 

“A big thanks goes to Gordon Hampton, 
who has been the tournament director 
for all 20 years.  This is the major 
fundraiser for the COHPS organization and 
all proceeds will go to benefit Troopers 
and their families in times of need.”  

Top left: Director Gordon Hampton.  

Right: Eastern Vice-President Bill Inhofe with 
Kathy Fuss.  
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Photo: Jerry Don Henry 

members for their 
support,” said  
COHPS President Jim 
Laurick.  
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Golf Tourney (cont’d) 
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Golf Tourney (cont’d) 
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COHPS hosted the 20th annual Spouses’ Day Tuesday, June 18 at the 

Oklahoma State Troopers Association Annual Conference, held at the 

Sequoyah State Park near Hulbert. COHPS sponsors this annual event 

in conjunction with the OSTA event. Troopers’ spouses are recognized 

for the support and sacrifices they provide to their Trooper and their 

children on a daily basis. 

Lunch was served, followed by games and drawings, with every 

spouse and child winning at least one prize.  

Photos: Elise Rinta 
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For more than 25 years, the Concerned Oklahomans for the Highway Patrol Society (COHPS) has been serving and 
supporting Oklahoma Highway Patrol troopers and their families. COHPS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, formed 
by citizens and friends of OHP. 

A Board of Directors, consisting of 12 men and women from across Oklahoma, oversees the group. These people are 
true volunteers; directors are not compensated for their time, travel or any expenses. 

When a trooper or his/her family member has a need, a COHPS Director will respond in person within hours to 
provide the required assistance. If it is a medical situation, the trooper or family member must sometimes be 
transported a great distance from home. Family members may need lodging close to the medical facility. Immediate 
financial aid is provided, and other needs as required. 

Over the years, COHPS has assisted many troopers and their family members who have required emergency care, 
surgery and/or medical treatments.  

COHPS has also responded when troopers’ homes have been damaged or destroyed by tornados or other disasters. In 
recent weeks, assistance was provided to troopers whose homes were affected by Oklahoma’s unusual siege of floods 
and storms. 

COHPS works closely and coordinates all actions with the Commissioner of Public Safety and the Chief of the 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol, along with the OHP Chaplain. 

COHPS is a sponsor of the annual Trooper of the Year Awards, honoring troopers for outstanding heroism, 
humanitarianism and service to the people of Oklahoma.  

The group also sponsors the annual Trooper Spouses’ Appreciation Day, where spouses are recognized for the support 
and sacrifices they provide to their troopers and their children.  

COHPS has supported the construction of memorial sites and the renovation of existing memorials, honoring those 
heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting and serving the citizens of Oklahoma. To date, 36 troopers 
have lost their lives in the line of duty.  

Because COHPS fills an important need by supporting OHP troopers and families in many ways, we appreciate each 
person who joins us in our mission. If you would like to be a part of this organization by making a tax-deductible 
donation or becoming a member (individual or organization), please contact us. 

 

 

website: www.cohps.org 

email: info@cohps.org 

COHPS 
P.O. Box 3258 
Shawnee, OK  74802-3258 
 

Highlighting the COHPS mission 
By COHPS President Jim Laurick 

COHPS COHPS 
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Photo: Sarah Stewart 

The DPS Size and Weights Division held a competition at 
OSU/OKC on May 10.  

Winner of the 2019 Oklahoma Inspector Challenge Grand 
Champion Award is Trp. Caleb Swickey #196. He will go 
on to represent Oklahoma at the North American 
Inspector Championship in Pittsburgh, Penn., Aug. 13-17.  

Trp. Swickey is pictured at top left, talking to the “driver” 
during the competition. 

Trp. Tanner Beckner #620 is pictured below left during 
his portion of the event.  

Congratulations and good luck, Trooper Swickey! 

Swickey to represent Oklahoma at national competition 

Photo: Lt. Darrin Rose #138 

Congratulations to LT Mark Brown for 
winning the Jeffrey S. Johnson Boating 
Professional of the Year Award at the 
Western States Boating Administrators 
Association conference held in OKC in 
May! 

Brown wins Boating Professional of the Year Award 

Congrats! 
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OHP, along with numerous law enforcement agencies from across the state, took part in the 51st Annual Oklahoma Law Enforcement 
Officers’ Memorial Service on May 10. The memorial grounds on the west side of the DPS campus in Oklahoma City have been recently 
renovated, and a new addition this year is a monument honoring fallen K-9 officers. According to the organization’s website 
(www.oklemem.com), Oklahoma was the first state to build a memorial honoring all law enforcement officers who died in the line of 
duty in the state, before and after statehood.  

51st Annual Oklahoma Law Enforcement Officers’ Memorial 

Photos: Elise Rinta 
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Retired Capt. Stewart Meyer and his wife Beth Ann, along 

with Jim and Jennifer Fisher, Calvin Symes, and other OHP 

members and family and friends, recently walked from 

Chickasha to Stillwater in support of Special Olympics.  

“This is our 19th year to walk to Stillwater,” Meyer said. “We 

wanted to find a way to raise funds and awareness for Special 

Olympics.  This is our 13th year for Craig’s Walk.  

“Craig, our son, lost his life in 2007 in a plane accident. Craig 

was a volunteer for Special Olympics since 3rd grade, along 

with his dad. We began his walk in Chickasha so we could 

involve the community.  

“We have the Craig Meyer Memorial Walk for Special 

Olympics on a Thursday, then we leave for our walk to 

Stillwater the next day, Friday. We walk an average of 20 

miles a day until we reach Stillwater the following Wednesday 

afternoon. We stay there the remainder of the week to help 

with summer games.” 

Anyone who would like to contribute should make checks 

payable to Special Olympics Oklahoma and mail them to: 

Stewart Meyer, 1087 County Road 1383, Chickasha, OK. 

73018 

“It’s always good to see our state troopers who are assigned 

to the games,” Meyer said. 

DPS personnel taking part in the Special Olympics Summer 

Games in Stillwater included: Capt. Jeff Sewell #26, Lt. 

Brandon Schneider #179, Lt. Phillip Ludwyck #155, Troopers 

Calvin Symes #789, Jennifer Fisher #432, Jasmuel Robertson 

#601, Brian Warren #687. Joe Spears #631. Tanner Keasler 

#520, Chantz Jackson #752. Trenton Keasler #820. Lyle Lubber 

#578, Paige Dowell #460. CO Francine Singleton, CO Jennifer 

Hlliard, DL Stacy Kitchen. The OHP Bomb Squad assisted with 

preparations for the ceremonies.  

L-R: CO Jenny Hilliard,  Retired Capt. Stewart Meyer with his wife 

Beth Ann, CO Fran Singleton, Lt. Brandon Schneider #179, Trp. 

Jennifer Fisher #432, Trp. Calvin Symes #789, Carter Kitchens 

(Stacy’s son), Examiner Supervisor Stacy Kitchens, Matt Luster, 

Craig Meyer Memorial Walk for Special Olympics 

Photos provided 
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Troopers from the OHP Motorcycle Unit participated in National 
Police Week in Washington, D.C., May 12-18. They joined numerous 
other agencies from across the nation providing escorts for fallen 
officers’ families. OHP personnel taking part included Lt. John Vincent 
#107 and Troopers Rocky Barnes #393, Scott Patton #575. Keith 
Najera #716. Troy Gilmore #188. and Ron Watson #817. 

OHP takes part in 2019 National Police Week 

Photos provided 

These graduates of the 65th OHP Academy (2018) were in OKC for training recently. 
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COHPS COHPS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION 

COHPS is dedicated to the support 

of our Troopers, both active and 

retired, and their families. 

Each year, unfortunately, Troopers 

are injured in the line of duty. 

COHPS has made these situations a 

top priority by reaching out to these 

Troopers and their families — not 

only to help them through difficult 

times, but to let them know that 

they have the support of all our 

COHPS members. 

To join COHPS, visit our website at 

www.cohps.org and click “Join Us.” 

Personal memberships are $12 per 

year and corporate memberships 

are $100 per year. Remember, your 

membership fee is tax deductible.  

Jim Laurick            405-202-6100 

President          Edmond 

Bill Inhofe            918-260-8583 

Eastern Vice-Pres.            Muskogee  

Paul Roan            580-371-5373 

Western Vice-Pres.         Tishomingo 

Pam Simmons            580-471-6749 

Treasurer         Mangum 

Tim Barrack                405-740-2898 

Director         Shawnee 

Bob Ellis            918-791-1045 

Director              Grove 

Gene Fitzpatrick        405-641-8296 

Director               Grove 

Gordon Hampton      918-625-8917 

Director             Broken Arrow 

Jerry Don Henry        580-471-5035 

Director              Yukon 

Joe Landon            918-798-6800 

Director        Collinsville 

Dr. Joe Taron             405-308-3650 

Director                                Shawnee  

Pat Woodward          918-810-4728 

Director               Bixby 

COHPS 

Board of Directors 

COHPS 

P.O. Box 3258 

Shawnee, OK  74802-3258 www.cohps.org 

Thanks to membership dues, 

donations and golf tournament 

proceeds, the COHPS organization 

has accomplished many goals in 

recent years, including: 

 Direct donations to Troopers and 

their families in times of need. 

 Annual sponsorship of Christmas 

dinner events for Troopers and 

their families across the state.  

 Sponsorship of an annual event 

honoring Troopers’ spouses in 

appreciation for their support. 

 Sponsorship of the Department of 

Public Safety’s 75th  anniversary 

celebration in 2012.  

 Funding of Proudly Protecting 

Oklahoma, Bob Burke’s book about 

the 75th anniversary of OHP.  


