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New Leadership at Department of Public Safety 

On Sept. 2, Gov. Kevin  Stitt announced that he was naming John Scully, 
Director of the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, as 
Commissioner of Public Safety, effective immediately. Scully replaces former 
Commissioner Rusty Rhoades.  

“John Scully is an experienced public safety professional with a reputation 
for building robust teams and leading with strength and honor,” Stitt said. 
“Scully comes at a critical time as the agency is in the midst of growing its 
workforce and strengthening front line services that keep our highways and 
communities safe. The men and women of DPS have established a legacy of 
serving Oklahomans with pride and excellence, and I am confident Scully will 
build upon this tradition and culture.” 

(Continued on Page 2) 

On Sept. 16, Commissioner John Scully announced that he was promoting 

Major Patrick Mays to serve as Chief of Administration. 

“The Chief of the Highway Patrol and the Chief of Administration must have 

a good working relationship and be able to work jointly on important issues 

affecting all of you,” Scully said in an email to DPS employees. “I am 

confident I have made the best choice to represent all of you as our Chief of 

the Highway Patrol and the Chief of Administration.” 

Mayes has about 35 years of law enforcement experience and began his 

career with OHP in 1997. He is a graduate of the 49th OHP Academy in 1997 

and has served in many assignments, most recently as Zone Commander for 
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New Leadership (cont’d) 

Trp. Nathaniel Starks #728, a graduate of the 44th OHP 
Academy in 1989, recently retired. His most recent post was in 
Executive Security, where he had served since 2002. He is 
pictured here with Commissioner John Scully at his retirement 
ceremony on Sept. 9.  

Photo: Elise Rinta 
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On Sept. 10, Commissioner Scully announced the promotion of Major Brent Sugg to 
be the 28th Chief of the Oklahoma Highway Patrol. 

"Chief Sugg brings professional and proven leadership to the Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol and he is widely respected throughout the agency," Scully said. "I look 
forward to working beside Chief Sugg as he takes command of the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol as the 28th Chief of the OHP."    

Sugg's employment with OHP began in March of 1999 when he joined the 51st 
Academy. He has served  in several assignments during his 20 years as a Trooper 
and has been commander of several divisions, including the Emergency Services 
Unit, Training, Investigations and Troop A, which covers the Oklahoma City metro 
area, the largest field troop in the Highway Patrol. 

PROMOTIONS PROMOTIONS 

Jansen Idlett (left) and Scott Hampton were promoted from 
Lieutenant rank to Captain, effective Oct. 1. Idlett, who has 
served with OHP since 2005, will be assigned to Troop I 
(Cimarron, Texas, Beaver, Harper, Ellis and Woodward 
counties). Hampton, who has served 19 years, will oversee 
Troop D (Seminole, Okfuskee, Hughes, Pittsburg, Latimer 
and LeFlore counties).  
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The OHP Dive Team recovered a Dodge Ram from the Red River 
west of the State Highway 37 bridge in McCurtain County on July 
31. A few tiny catfish were evicted from the vehicle. The truck 
had been reported stolen out of McCurtain County in May.  

On Aug. 4, OHP provided an escort for “God’s Pit Crew” semis 
driving in from Virginia, bringing manpower and supplies  to 
help the recently flooded Moffett School prepare for the 
school year. The school is in far eastern Oklahoma, and Trp. 
Adam Wood’s (#949) kids are among the students. 

Several OHP/DPS troopers and staff members recently spent a few 
days at Camp Cavett Kids Foundation, a camp for children with life-
threatening illnesses. At the five-day camp, the youngsters have an 
opportunity to enjoy camp life without a focus on their medical 
issues. Personnel helping included Trp. Ryan Griffith #902, Trp. 
Trevor Flanagan #193, Trp. Keith Barenberg #415, Trp. Chris 
Hanover #505, Trp. Kyle Medcalf #778, Trp. Tanner Keasler  #520, 
Trp. Joe Green #733, CO Katie White and CO Kelsey Moore.  

Photos provided 
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Photos provided 

Trp. Kyle Borden #215 recently represented OHP at 

the World Police and Fire Games in China. This is an 

Olympic-style competition with 10,000 athletes 

representing law enforcement and firefighting 

agencies from around the world. More than 70 

countries were represented. Borden competed in 

the Cross Fit competition in the 30-34 age group, 

placing fifth overall and third in the final workout, 

OHP partnered with the Moore Police Department as 

part of National Night Out on Aug. 6. The event took 

place in the Warren Theater parking lot with 

representatives from many first responder 

organizations.  

National Night Out is an annual community-building 

campaign that promotes police/community 

partnerships in order to make neighborhoods safer.  

Trp. Joe Jefferson #533 took part in a career panel discussion 

at the State Capitol Tribal Youth Summit on Aug. 8. The event 

was hosted by Secretary of Native American Affairs Lisa 

Johnson Billy in order to help prepare native leaders in law, 

business, public safety, tribal policy and more.  
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Photos provided 

Little Grady Wall is the 
nephew of Trooper Aaron 
Wall #833. He’s in the 
hospital in Tulsa fighting 
cancer. On Aug. 8, OHP 
representatives presented 
Grady with a uniform and 
campaign hat and named 
him an honorary 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol 
Trooper. Tulsa Fire  

Trp. Jeff Fielder #723 was interviewed on KWHW radio in 
Altus on Aug. 8. He talked about  recruiting efforts for the 
upcoming 66th OHP Academy.  

Department also presented Grady with similar gear, making 
him a multi-jurisdictional superhero.  

Oklahoma Technical College in Tulsa 
donated nine large bags of stuffed 
animals to Troop B on Aug. 13. Troopers 
will give these to children who are 
involved in crashes or other difficult 
situations. At left: Lt. Dwight Durant 
#109 with one of the bears.  

Trp. Leonardo Flores #381 was interviewed on Telemundo 
Aug. 13 about the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” 
campaign, which runs Aug. 14 - Sept. 2.  
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Photos provided 

Trp. Caleb Swickey #196 represented OHP 
Aug. 13-17 at the North American Inspectors 
Championship in Pittsburgh, PA. It’s the only 
event of its kind that tests, recognizes and 
awards individuals for excellence in 
commercial motor vehicle inspection skills. 
Swickey (pictured at left, front row, center) 
competed with other top inspectors from 
across North America. 

Governor Kevin Stitt and his 16-year-old son, Drew, took part in 
OHP Tactical Team training on Aug. 20. The Stitts successfully 
rescued a “hostage” in their training scenario.  

On August 23, several Troopers gathered to visit with 8-year-old 
Gage, who is in the hospital battling cancer. Here’s what Lt. Kera 
Philippi #161 said of the experience: 

“We were hoping to have the chance to make him smile. But he 
made our day far more than we ever could have his. He was 
asleep when we arrived and briefly woke to thank us, shake our 
hands and smile for pictures. We were able to make him an 
Honorary Oklahoma State Trooper. 

“Thank you, Gage, for being such an inspiration; keep fighting, 
little buddy. Thank you for sharing your smile with us. It made 
our day and I will never forget it.” 

Sadly, Gage passed away on Sept. 1. OHP Troopers escorted him 
from the hospital to the funeral home. Pictured, L-R: Trp. John Wheeler #958, Trp. Kevin Crawford #559, Lt. Mike 

Abernathy #171, Trp. Vernon Brake #390, Lt. Kera Philippi #161, Trp. 
Leonardo Flores #381.  

OHP K-9 officers had their annual vet checkups and certifi-
cations in early September.  Pictured here is K-9 “Stormy) 
with Trp. Jake Sawatzky #529.  
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Trp. Carter Mathews #779 helped when four moms and six teenage 
girls had a flat on the side of the road. Trp. Mathews put the spare on 
the vehicle, then took them to Walmart to plug the damaged tire, then 
to Troop J headquarters to use the air compressor. He then got the tire 
back on so they could complete their journey back to southeastern 
Oklahoma. The group gave Trp. Mathews kudos for staying beyond his 
shift to help out.   

Photos provided 

A young “Live PD” fan recently 
dropped off a gift for Trp. 
Aaron Nickell #555. He is 
thankful for the thoughtfulness! 

"Want to praise the Ok HP!! This little girl is getting recognized for her all-around 
state championship in gymnastics. But on our way, we had a double blowout just 
at midway McDonald’s. This kind officer (Trp. Paul Lakin #514) stopped to see if 
we were OK, went and found what we hit and removed it from the highway and 
then got all of us to McDonald’s safely!! Thank you Ok HP for what you do daily! 
You protected my family and we are grateful!"  

OHP took part in the “Cops and Kids” event at the Heart of Oklahoma Expo Center in Shawnee on Aug. 24. More than 30 first-
responder agencies participated, giving children and their families an opportunity to interact and take part in activities.  
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Photos provided 

OHP took part in a “Drive Sober or 
Get Pulled Over” media 
conference in Tulsa on Aug. 27. 
“We want to make sure everyone 
has the chance to enjoy Labor Day 
and the end of summer safely,” 
said OHSO Director Paul Harris. 
“We want everyone to have a 
good time, but it’s important to 
celebrate responsibly.” 

Trp. Leonard McMillan #683 delivered 
some special backpacks to students at 
Catoosa Elementary School. The 
backpacks were donated by Joy in the 
Cause, an organization that serves 
individuals and families in times of need. 
Kids received numerous items, including 
stuffed animals, T-shirts, coloring books, 
safety information and sunglasses.    

Trooper William Arnett #216 (Troop A) and Trp. Nathan Mackey #114 (Troop G) recently sent in photos of their patrol units under 
beautiful Oklahoma skies. 

See what happens when you leave your office unattended too long? Capt. Paul Timmons 
#50 has been out on extended medical leave, then came back for a visit to find his office 
filled with stuffed animals — many dozens, donated by the Oklahoma State Firefighters 
Association in Oklahoma City. The animals will be given to Troopers around the state who 
will present them to children involved in crashes or other scary situations.  
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For more than 25 years, the Concerned Oklahomans for the Highway Patrol Society (COHPS) has been serving and 

supporting Oklahoma Highway Patrol troopers and their families. COHPS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, formed 

by citizens and friends of OHP. 

A Board of Directors, consisting of 12 men and women from across Oklahoma, oversees the group. These people are 

true volunteers; directors are not compensated for their time, travel or any expenses. 

When a trooper or his/her family member has a need, a COHPS Director will respond in person within hours to 

provide the required assistance. If it is a medical situation, the trooper or family member must sometimes be 

transported a great distance from home. Family members may need lodging close to the medical facility. Immediate 

financial aid is provided, and other needs as required. 

Over the years, COHPS has assisted many troopers and their family members who have required emergency care, 

surgery and/or medical treatments.  

COHPS has also responded when troopers’ homes have been damaged or destroyed by tornados or other disasters. In 

recent weeks, assistance was provided to troopers whose homes were affected by Oklahoma’s unusual siege of floods 

and storms. 

COHPS works closely and coordinates all actions with the Commissioner of Public Safety and the Chief of the 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol, along with the OHP Chaplain. The organization also sponsors annual Christmas events for 

every active and retired trooper and his/her family 

COHPS is a sponsor of the annual Trooper of the Year Awards, honoring troopers for outstanding heroism, 

humanitarianism and service to the people of Oklahoma.  

The group also sponsors the annual Trooper Spouses’ Appreciation Day, where spouses are recognized for the support 

and sacrifices they provide to their troopers and their children.  

COHPS has supported the construction of memorial sites and the renovation of existing memorials, honoring those 

heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting and serving the citizens of Oklahoma. To date, 36 troopers 

have lost their lives in the line of duty.  

Because COHPS fills an important need by supporting OHP troopers and families in many ways, we appreciate each 

person who joins us in our mission. If you would like to be a part of this organization by making a tax-deductible 

donation or becoming a member (individual or organization), please contact us. Online payment is now available 

through PayPal.  

  

website: www.cohps.org 

email: info@cohps.org 

COHPS 

P.O. Box 3258 

Shawnee, OK  74802-3258 

  

Highlighting the COHPS mission 
By COHPS President Jim Laurick 

COHPS COHPS 
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COHPS COHPS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION 

COHPS is dedicated to the support 

of our Troopers, both active and 

retired, and their families. 

Each year, unfortunately, Troopers 

are injured in the line of duty. 

COHPS has made these situations a 

top priority by reaching out to these 

Troopers and their families — not 

only to help them through difficult 

times, but to let them know that 

they have the support of all our 

COHPS members. 

To join COHPS, visit our website at 

www.cohps.org and click “Join Us.” 

Personal memberships are $12 per 

year and corporate memberships 

are $100 per year. Remember, your 

membership fee is tax deductible.  

Jim Laurick            405-202-6100 

President          Edmond 

Bill Inhofe            918-260-8583 

Eastern Vice-Pres.            Muskogee  

Paul Roan            580-371-5373 

Western Vice-Pres.         Tishomingo 

Pam Simmons            580-471-6749 

Treasurer         Mangum 

Tim Barrack                405-740-2898 

Director         Shawnee 

Bob Ellis            918-791-1045 

Director              Grove 

Gene Fitzpatrick        405-641-8296 

Director               Grove 

Gordon Hampton      918-625-8917 

Director             Broken Arrow 

Jerry Don Henry        580-471-5035 

Director              Yukon 

Joe Landon            918-798-6800 

Director        Collinsville 

Dr. Joe Taron             405-308-3650 

Director                                Shawnee  

Pat Woodward          918-810-4728 

Director               Bixby 

COHPS 

Board of Directors 

COHPS 

P.O. Box 3258 

Shawnee, OK  74802-3258 www.cohps.org 

Thanks to membership dues, 

donations and golf tournament 

proceeds, the COHPS organization 

has accomplished many goals in 

recent years, including: 

 Direct donations to Troopers and 

their families in times of need. 

 Annual sponsorship of Christmas 

dinner events for Troopers and 

their families across the state.  

 Sponsorship of an annual event 

honoring Troopers’ spouses in 

appreciation for their support. 

 Sponsorship of the Department of 

Public Safety’s 75th  anniversary 

celebration in 2012.  

 Funding of Proudly Protecting 

Oklahoma, Bob Burke’s book about 

the 75th anniversary of OHP.  


